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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

November  1985  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Jan- 
uary 1,  1986,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2136- MT  Lars  Brix,  P.  0.  Box  51,  DK-9400  Norresundby,  Denmark 

(Russia,  Scandanavia,  World  Types) 

2137- MT  Joseph  D.  Olsen,  P.  0.  Box  7024,  Waco,  Texas  76714-7024 

(Germany,  Peru,  Central  America) 

2138- MT  William  P.  Chung,  6324  Briergate  Drive,  Bartlett,  Tenn.  38134 

(British  Commonwealth,  Netherlands,  Germany  & States, 
Japan  & China) 


REINSTATEMENT:  The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

1588  Jacques  Druart,  Rue  Prevot  39,  B-7400  Soignes,  Belgium 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donation  received  since  the  last 
report: 

Name  Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

Stuart  T.  Eisen  $20.00  Cash  Building  Fund 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

The  Library  would  like  to  thank  Randolph  Zander  for  the  following  books 
donated  to  the  NI  Library: 

HUMPHREYS,  H.  NOEL.  The  coin  collector’s  manual.  Pub.  1853,  2 volumes 
w/plates,  726pp  total.  "Bohn's  Standard  Library  Series".  Coins  to 
the  fall  of  Rome  plus  "modern"  (as  of  1853)  European  and  Great  Britain 

HIBLER,  HAROLD  G./KAPPEN,  CHARLES  V.  So-called  dollars.  Pub.  1963, 
156pp,  ill  us. 

GREEN,  JEREMY  N.  Australia’s  oldest  wreck:  the  loss  of  the  Trial , 1622 

Pub.  1977,  60pp,  i 11  us . Non-numismati c but  would  be  of  interest  to 
those  collecting  English  East  India  Company  coinage.  BAR  Supplement- 
ary Series  #27. 
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ZOGRAPH,  ALEXANDER  N.  Ancient  coinage.  Two  volumes.  1977  published 
translation  from  original  in  Russian.  Vol . 1 to  page  170,  not  illus. 
General  information.  Vol.  2 to  page  421,  w/plates.  Discusses  the 
coins  of  Tyra,  Olbia,  Chersonesus  and  Kerkinitis,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Bosporus.  BAR  Supplementary  Series  #33. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

*************************************  ********************************** 
COINAGE  CURIOSITIES 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

Recently,  while  looking  through  an  Islamic  sale  catalog  of  Steve  Album, 
I came  across  a number  of  curious  combinations  on  coins.  One  is  illus- 
trated below. 


It  is  an  Ae  dirham  of  the  Artukids  of  Mardin  in  S.E.  Turkey,  of  the 
ruler  Alpi  1152-76.  The  obverse  is  two  busts  facing  in  the  style  of 
many  of  the  Hellenistic  bronzes  struck  in  Asia  Minor  during  the  later 

Roman  Empire.  The  reverse  is  equal- 
ly curious,  particularly  in  combi- 
nation with  the  obverse.  It  is  a 
late  Byzantine  style  coin  of  the 
emperor  being  crowned  (or  blessed) 
by  the  Virign.  Both  costumes  are 
true  to  style.  Each  side  has  an 
Arabic  legend. 

No  doubt  the  intention  was  to  give 
the  subject  citizenry  a type  of 
coinage  with  which  many  of  them  were 
fami liar. 

The  other  drawing  (illustrated  to 
the  left)  - all  I have  (by  me)  at  the 
moment  - is  of  a trachy  of  Andronicus 
II,  a century  later,  showing  the  style  of  coin  copied  and  in  use  for 
so  long. 


Illustration  from  Benda! 1 & Donald's  Later  Palaeologan  Coinage. 
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FRENCH  COINAGE  OF  THE  SECOND  WORLD  WAR 


John  DeMarais , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1539 

The  war  in  Europe  erupted  on  September  1,  1939.  France  fell  in  May, 
1940.  The  Allies  invaded  France  June  6,  1944  and  liberated  Paris  in 
mid-summer  of  that  year.  By  the  beginning  of  1945  the  Germans  were 
pushed  back  into  the  Reich  and  surrendered  in  May,  1945.  This  brief 
outline  provides  a background  for  the  considerable  series  of  interest- 
ing changes  made  in  French  coinage  during  WW  II. 

The  pre-war  coinage  consisted  of  the  following  pieces: 


20 

francs 

.680  silver 

20  grams 

35mm 

10 

francs 

.680  silver 

10  grams 

28mm 

5 

francs 

Pure  Nickel 

12  grams 

31mm 

2 

francs 

Al urn. -Bronze* 

8 grams 

27mm 

1 

franc 

Alum. -Bronze* 

4 grams 

23mm 

50 

centimes 

Alum. -Bronze* 

2 grams 

18mm 

25 

centimes 

Cu-Ni-Zn** 

4 grams 

24mm 

10 

centimes 

Cu-Ni-Zn** 

3 grams 

21mm 

5 

centimes 

Cu-Ni-Zn** 

1 .5  grams 

1 7mm 

* 91  % copper,  9 % aluminum 
**  65-69%  copper,  14-16%  nickel,  16-20%  zinc 


In  addition,  there  were  a few  older  coins  in  circulation.  These  were 
the  cupro-nickel  25,  10  and  5 centime  pieces  struck  from  1917  through 
1938.  These  were  heavier  than  the  copper-nickel -zinc  pieces  authorized 
in  1938  and  contained  25%  nickel  and  75%  copper.  The  2 and  1 centime 
pieces  of  1853-1920  were  also  officially  in  circulation,  but  these 
coins  were  seldom  seen  because  of  their  very  small  face  value. 

Immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  government  took  steps 
to  withdraw  the  silver  and  pure  nickel  coins.  During  WW  I there  was 
widespread  hoarding  of  silver  coins,  so  the  government  in  1939  decided 
to  abandon  silver  coinage  for  the  duration  of  the  conflict.  The  decree 
of  September  22,  1939  demonetized  the  silver  10  and  20  franc  coins  and 
one  month  was  al  lowed  for  thei  r redemption . 10  and  20  franc  notes  were 

issued  in  their  place.  It  was  also  desirable  to  withdraw  the  pure 
nickel  5-franc  coins  to  recover  the  strategic  metal  in  them.  These 
were  demonetized  by  the  same  decree  and  they  ceased  to  be  valid  after 
October  22,  1939.  Five-franc  notes  were  issued  again  for  the  first 
time  since  about  1932.  The  decree  of  September  26,  1939  created  an 
aluminum-bronze  5-franc  coin  of  the  same  dimensions  and  type  as  the 
demonetized  one.  This  coin  was  destined  for  circulation  in  Algeria  and 
was  not  used  in  France. 

The  first  year  of  the  war  saw  no  other  changes  in  French  coinage;  how- 
ever, the  coinage  of  copper-nickel -zinc  coins  was  very  limited.  Toward 
the  end  of  1940  the  government  made  two  significant  changes.  The  law 
of  November  24,  1940  demonetized  all  1,2  and  5 centime  pieces  which 
ceased  to  be  valid  January  1,  1941.  From  this  time  the  smallest  denom- 
ination was  10  centimes. 

The  decree  of  December  20,  1940  authorized  the  minting  of  10-centime 
pieces  in  zinc  weighing  2.50  grams.  These  were  the  same  type  and  size 
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as  the  old  Lindauer  designs  of  1917-1939.  Three  months  later,  the  de- 
cree of  March  26,  1941  authorized  a zinc  20-centime  piece  weighing 
3.50  grams  and  measuring  24mm  in  diameter.  This  new  coin  was  the  same 
size  as  the  circulating  25-centime  coin.  The  new  20-centime  piece  bore 
the  types  of  the  Vichy  government  which  were  also  extended  to  the  10- 
centime  coin. 

The  coinage  made  during  1941  consisted  of  aluminum-bronze  and  zinc 
coins  until  a shortage  of  copper  forced  a suspension  of  the  aluminum- 
bronze  coinage.  The  decree  of  December  20,  1941  created  aluminum  1- 
franc  pieces  weighing  1.6  grams  and  an  aluminum  50-centime  piece  weigh- 
ing .8  gram.  The  first  of  these  were  the  Morion  type  of  1931  and  were 
dated  1941.  The  decree  of  May  7,  1942  authorized  a new  type  for  them. 
This  was  the  familiar  axe  type  of  the  Vichy  regime.  The  only  other 
development  of  1942  was  the  decree  of  January  1,  1942  which  demonetized 
the  25-centime  coin  which  ceased  to  be  redeemable  on  February  15,  1942. 

By  1943  only  aluminum  and  zinc  coins  were  being  struck,  but  even  these 
metals  were  in  short  supply.  Aluminum  was  used  sparingly  on  the  conti- 
nent during  the  war  because  it  was  a vital  metal  for  aircraft  and  other 
products.  To  limit  the  consumption  of  both  aluminum  and  zinc,  the 
Vichy  government  undertook  a series  of  measures.  The  decree  of  Febru- 
ary 3,  1943  lowered  the  weight  of  the  1-franc  coin  from  1.6  to  1.3 
grams.  The  decree  of  February  11,  1943  created  an  aluminum  2-franc 
coin  weighing  2.2  grams  (this  was  1.1  grams  per  franc).  Finally,  the 
decree  of  June  28,  1943  lowered  the  weight  of  the  aluminum  50-centime 
coin  from  .8  gram  to  .7  gram.  The  decree  of  July  26,  1943  altered  both 
zinc  coins.  It  reduced  the  weight  of  the  20-centime  piece  from  3.5 
to  3.0  grams.  It  reduced  the  weight  of  the  10-centime  coin  from  2.5 
grams  to  1.5  grams  and  reduced  its  diameter  from  21  to  17  millimeters 
(the  same  as  the  former  5-centime  coin).  The  scarcity  of  zinc  finally 
resulted  in  the  decree  of  February  17,  1944  which  created  an  iron  20- 
centime  piece  weighing  3.00  grams.  This  coin  is  now  quite  scarce 
since  it  was  produced  in  very  small  quantities.  I do  not  know  if  an 
iron  10-centime  coin  was  created  by  the  same  decree,  but  it  was  never 
struck  in  any  case. 

When  the  Free  French  and  their  allies  recaptured  Paris  and  the  French 
mints,  they  made  no  changes  in  the  metal  or  weights  of  the  coins  but 
elimination  of  Vichy  types  was  imperative.  While  the  new  government 
tolerated  the  Vichy  types  in  circulation,  it  ordered  that  pre-war 
types  be  resumed.  The  decree  of  September  22,  1944  thus  restored  the 
Lindauer  and  Morion  types.  To  replace  the  inconvenient  5-franc  notes, 
the  decree  of  February  2,  1945  authorized  the  striking  of  5-franc  coins 
in  aluminum  weighing  3.5  grams  and  using  the  type  and  size  of  the  pre- 
war coin.  Although  the  war  ended  in  Europe  in  May,  1945,  it  would  be 
proper  to  mention  two  other  coins  created  by  the  decree  of  July  16, 

1945.  This  legislation  authorized  cupro-nickel  10  and  20  franc  coins 
using  the  types  of  1929-1939.  The  10-franc  coins  weighed  7 grams  and 
measured  26mm  in  diameter.  The  20-franc  coin  was  to  weigh  12  grams 
and  be  30mm  in  diameter,  but  this  coin  was  never  struck  for  France. 

The  Paris  mint  coined  20-franc  pieces  of  this  standard  for  Monaco  and 
Morocco . 

This  chronology  of  wartime  changes  raises  some  very  interesting  points. 
First,  catalogs  have  not  recognized  the  weight  reductions  in  the  alumin- 
um coins  during  1943  though  they  have  recognized  the  weight  reduction 
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in  20-centime  pieces.  They  should  do  so.  Second,  the  relation  of  these 
changes  and  the  dates  appearing  on  coins  needs  to  be  worked  out.  Third, 
there  are  irregularities  in  the  chronology  of  dates  that  need  to  be 
recognized. 

Dating  of  coins  during  the  war  bore  little  relation  to  the  year  in  which 
the  coin  was  actually  struck.  All  of  the  Morion  aluminum  1-franc  and 
50-centime  pieces  of  the  heavy  standard  dated  1941  were  struck  in  1942. 
The  Morion  2-franc  coin  dated  1941  was  struck  in  1944,  since  this  coin 
was  not  authorized  until  February,  1943,  and  the  Morion  types  were 
suspended  in  1942  and  not  resumed  until  liberation.  The  use  of  the  1941 
date  in  1944  probably  indicates  an  emergency  use  of  1941  dies  until  ones 
being  dated  1944  could  be  made.  This  raises  the  question  of  whether 
light  versions  of  the  Morion  aluminum  1-franc  and  50-centime  dated  1941 
were  struck  in  1944.  So  far  I have  not  found  any,  but  I have  been 
looking  only  for  a short  while. 

Since  changes  in  the  weights  of  all  denominations  except  2 francs  were 
made  during  1943,  it  needs  to  be  determined  if  Vichy  1-franc  and 
50-centime  pieces  dated  1943  exist  in  both  heavier  and  lighter  weights. 

I have  not  found  any  of  the  heavier-standard  pieces  of  either  denomi- 
nation, but  again  I have  not  examined  a large  number  of  pieces.  The 
catalogs  list  both  heavier  and  lighter  versions  of  the  20-centime  pieces 
of  1943.  I would  like  to  have  this  confirmed.  All  Vichy  2-franc  pieces 
weigh  2.2  grams,  since  heavier  pieces  (presumably  weighing  3.2  grams) 
were  never  authorized. 

The  distribution  of  mintmarks  among  these  various  varieties  also  needs 
to  be  worked  out.  The  mint  annex  at  Beaumont-le-roger  began  striking 
aluminum  coins  in  1942  while  the  annex  at  Castel sarrasin  began  coining 
in  1943.  But  the  use  of  mintmarks  was  quite  irregular  and  mint  reports 
cannot  be  used  to  determine  existence. 

I would  like  to  hear  from  anyone  who  has  additional  information  on 
this  series.  It  should  be  possible  to  sort  out  the  varieties  quite 
easily,  since  most  of  us  who  collect  modern  coins  have  a large  number 
of  these  pieces  because  they  are  so  common.  Junk  boxes  are  loaded  with 
them  at  coin  shows.  My  address  is  1126  F Street,  Apt.  21,  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  68508,  USA. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
HUNGARIAN  MINT  NAMES,  1867-  1 91 8 

John  DeMarias,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1539 

When  the  Austrian  Empire  was  reconstituted  as  the  Dual  Monarchy  of 
Austria-Hungary  in  1867  there  were  two  mints  within  the  Hungarian  half 
of  the  kingdom.  These  were  Kremnitz  which  used  the  mintmark  "B"  and 
Karlsburg  which  used  the  mintmark  "E".  These  mintmarks  were  arbitrary 
letters  assigned  by  Habsburg  administrators  in  the  last  century.  The 
Hungarians  chose  to  Magyarize  these  mintmarks.  Kremnitz  was  hence 
known  by  its  Hungarian  name  of  Kormocz  Banya,  hence  the  mintmark  "K.B.". 
This  mint  which  lies  in  Slovakia  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Kremnica. 
Karlsburg  is  the  German  name  for  the  Hungarian  town  of  Gyula  Feh£rvcir, 
hency  the  mintmark  "Gy.F.".  This  small  mint  was  not  needed  because  the 
larger  mint  at  KOrmocz  Bcinya  could  easily  handle  Hungarian  coinage  needs. 
It  was  closed  in  1871.  Karlsburg  lies  in  Transylvania  which  is  now  in 
northwestern  Rumania,  but  I do  not  know  its  Rumanian  name. 
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THE  COIN  OF  THE 
POLISH  TSAR  IN  MOSCOW 

Arthur  J.  Majewski,  Detroit,  Michigan , NI  # 1166 


Although  the  youngest  son  of  Tsar  Ivan  the  Terrible,  Dimitri,  was  killed 
while  still  a minor  at  Uglich  in  1591,  rumors  persisted  thereafter  that 
he  escaped  and  was  in  fact  alive. 

In  1603  a man  in  the  service  of  Polish  Prince  Adam  Wisniowiecki  claimed 
to  be  Dimitri.  From  all  available  evidence,  apparently  he  himself 
believed  this  to  be  true.  Wisniowiecki  supported  the  pretender  finan- 
cially and  militarily.  Tsar  Boris  Godunov's  death  swept  Dimitri  into 
Moscow,  where  he  was  crowned  Tsar  in  July  of  1605.  However,  on  May  17, 
1606,  he  was  murdered. 

His  sucessor,  Tsar  Vasili  Shuisky,  created  a demand  for  a second  pre- 
tender, a second  Dimitri.  Again  preceded  by  rumors  that  Dimitri  was 
alive,  and  with  secret  reinforcements  supplied  by  Pol and-Li thuani a and 
the  Cossacks,  a second  Dimitri  appeared  in  1608.  Insulted  and  scorned 
by  his  allies  (Poland-Li thuani a and  the  Cossacks),  Dimitri  escaped 
to  Kaluga. 

Due  to  the  desire  of  the  Jesuits  to  secure  Poland  for  the  Papacy  and  with 
the  assent  of  the  Polish  magnates  (higher  echelons  of  Polish  nobility) 
owning  land  in  the  east,  Zygmunt  II,  King  of  Poland,  broke  the  armistice 
with  Russia  and  resumed  war  activites. 

A two  year  siege  of  Smolensk  by  the  Polish  army  ensued.  During  this 
siege,  a preliminary  agreement  was  entered  into  to  seat  Wladyslaw  (Zyg- 
munt Ill's  son  and  future  Wladyslaw  IV,  King  of  Poland)  on  the  Moscow 
throne  as  Tsar.  The  Russian  force  dispatched  to  break  the  siege  was 
routed  at  Kluszyn  in  July  1610  by  Polish  Marshal  Zolkowski.  the  gateway 
to  Moscow  was  open.  In  August  1610,  the  Russian  boyars  acknowledged 
Wladyslaw  as  Tsar  of  Russia. 


Silver  Kopeck  of  Vladislav 
(Wladyslaw) , Polish  Tsar 
of  Russia. 


Novodel 3 modern  version  of  a 
Kopeck  of  Polish  Tsar  Vladislav 
Wladyslaw  (IV,  King  of  Poland). 


The  Russians  regrouped  and  besieged  the  Kremlin  where  the  Polish  troops 
were  garrisoned.  After  holding  out  for  two  years , the  Polish  force 
surrendered  in  November  of  1612.  Inasmuch  as  Wladyslaw  had  never  set 
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foot  in  Moscow  he  was  not  in  the  surrendering  group,  but  this  marked 
the  end  of  his  reign. 

In  1613  with  the  end  of  Russia's  "Time  of  Troubles",  the  Russian  boyars 
elected  Michael  Romanov  as  Tsar.  This  dynasty  survived  until  1917. 

Wladyslaw  as  Tsar  struck  but  one  coin,  a kopeck.  To  further  explain  the 
situation,  a brief  recounting  of  the  then  current  Russian  monetary  system 
is  incumbent. 


Ivan  the  Terrible  (1533-1584),  upon  ascension  to  the  throne,  decreed  a 
remedy  for  the  financial  status  of  the  Russian  state.  The  ruble  was 
made  a reckoning  unit  equalling  100  kopecks,  which  equalled  200  poldien- 
legs,  which  equalled  400  poluszek.  The  kopeck  in  this  scheme  was  the 
largest  coin  in  the  monetary  array.  The  derivation  of  the  term  "kopek" 
is  based  on  the  spear  ("kopia")  of  the  horseman  on  the  coin.  All  of  the 
foregoing  coins  were  silver. 

A short  description  of  Wladyslaw's  kopeck  follows: 


Denomination: 
Date : 

Obverse: 


Reverse: 
Di  ameter: 
Weight: 
Comments : 


Metal : 


Kopejka  or  kopek 
u/d  (1610) 

Six  line  legend  in  Russian.  Translated  it  stated: 

"Tsar  and  Great  Prince  Wladyslaw,  Son  of  Zygmunt,  Ruler 
of  Russia. " 

Russian  horseman  with  spear  facing  right. 

11.3  x 14.6  mm.  (approx. ) 

0.60  g 

1)  The  coin  is  rare. 

2)  The  entire  legend  could  not  be  read  on  any  single 
coin.  Rather  it  took  several  to  discern  the 
entire  inscription. 

Si  1 ver 


(A. Ed’s  Note:  Illustrations  accompanying  this  article  courtesy  of  Randolph 
Zander 3 NI-HLM,  and  Editor  of  the  Journal  of  the  Russian 
Numismatic  Society , Alexandrias  VA  and  Akron , Ohio.  Thanks 3 
Ran. ) 

************************************************************************ 
ISRAEL  MINTAGES  RELEASED 


The  Israeli  Government  Coins  & Medals  Corp.  , Jerusalem,  publicized  the 
final  mintages  of  some  recent  coins  and  piedfort  sets.  The  totals  are: 
VALOR  silver  BU  coin  - 14,750  pieces;  BROTHERHOOD  gold  coin  - 3,798; 
and  the  BROTHERHOOD  silver  Proof  coin  - 8,526  pieces. 

The  same  Israeli  government  agency  also  reports  the  mintages  for  the 
piedfort  mint  sets:  1982  set  - 18,734;  1983  - 17,177  sets. 

************************************************************************ 

A GLITTERING  FIND:  In  Kandhgar,  Hyderabad,  India,  19  gold  Mughal  coins 

and  some  amulets  were  found.  The  coins  were  struck  by  Akbar  and  most 
of  his  successors  down  to  Alamgir  II. 
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CIRCULATING  COINS  IN 
THE  NETHERLANDS 


Jeff  Schwartz , Nijmegen,  HOLLAND,  NI  # 1534 


Now  that  the  1 cent  pieces  have  been  demonetized,  five  coin  denominations 
are  circulating  in  this  country:  the  bronze  5 cent  piece  and  four  coins 
in  pure  nickel,  10  cent,  25  cent,  1 Gulden  and  2h  Gulden.  Although 
struck  in  large  quantities  and  still  legal  tender,  the  5,  10  and  25  cent 
pieces  of  Queen  Wilhelmina  of  1948  have  disappeared.  The  new  coins  of 
Queen  Beatrix  dated  1982  are  now  readily  available,  both  the  commemor- 
atives  and  the  regular  issues.  Also  circulating  are  the  standard  nickel 
types  of  Queen  Juliana  dated  1950  throuoh  1980  and  the  5 cent  of  1980 
and  1932. 


Wilhelmina' s 5 Cent  1948 


Juliana1  s 25  cent  1970 


The  bronze  5 cent  pieces  are  probably  disappearing  for  the  same  reason 
the  1 cent  pieces  disappeared  long  before  demonetization:  they  are  cheap 

to  put  aside  and  therefore  easy  to  speculate  in.  The  same  holds  true  for 
the  Wilhelmina  series  and  the  scarce  10  cent  1954  and  25  cent  1954  & 1961 


# 


The  1969  2k  Gulden  with  cock  privy  mark 


The  Zh  Gulden  of  1969  (Y62a) 
with  "fish"  privy  mark  (not  shown) 
was  systematically  culled  by  col- 
lectors, dealers  and  banks  years 
ago.  Often  enough  on  slack  days 
bank  employees  used  to  be  given 
the  task  of  checking  stocks  for 
the  "fish".  It  was  the  scarcest 
circulating  post-war  Dutch  coin, 
because  at  the  height  of  the  coin 
boom  here,  some  four  years  ago. 


1979  issue  commemorates  450  years  of  Utrecht 
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they  cost  close  to  25  Guilders  in  EF  and  some  of  these  made  quite  a profit 
for  the  banks  and  dealers  who  had  them.  Later  (Sept.  1983)  15  Guilders  was 
the  going  price  and  it  was  still  going  down.  Oddly  enough  I found  one  in 
circulation  that  year.  It  was  the  first  one  I had  found  in  seven  years 
and  was  too  well  preserved  to  have  spent  much  time  in  circulation. 


The  commemorative  nickel  issues  of  1979  and  1980  as  well  as  the  silver 
10  Gulden  crowns  of  1970  and  1973  (photo  above)  are  being  held  onto  by  the 
public.  All  of  these  pieces  circulated  briefly. 


The  Netherlands  first  50  Gulden  silver  crown 
Commemorates  200  years  of  Dutch-USA  Friendship 


The  new  50  Gulden  crown  was  issued  by  the  Utrecht  mint  at  a premium  and, 
though  legal  tender,  is  purely  a collectors ' piece. 

************************************************************************ 

"BOYCOTTED" 


Despite  being  among  the  small  number  of  nations  to  boycott  the  1984 
Olympic  Summer  Games  in  Los  Angeles,  Hungary  in  1985  joins  the  ranks 
of  other  countries  issuing  coins  for  that  exciting  event.  Its  Buda- 
pest Mint  (BP)  designed  a silver  (.640)  coin  of  500  Forint  dated  1984. 
Its  obverse  shows  a gymnast  below  an  inscription  commemorating  the 
Games.  Its  reverse  inscription  (also  in  Hungarian)  gives  the  formal 
name  of  the  issuing  country,  a stylized  torch,  blossoming  flower 
stalks,  mintmark,  date  and  designer's  initials. 
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YOU  CAN'T  KEEP  A GOOD  MAN  DOWN 


Robert  R.  Kutcher3  Lincoln Nebraska , NI  # 1289 

John  Wilkinson  of  Clifton  in  Cumberland,  England  was  an  extraordinary 
man  to  say  the  least.  He  patented  a box-iron  used  by  laundries  to 
frill  the  cuffs  on  the  shirts  worn  by  the  dandies  of  the  time  while 
he  was  still  in  his  teens.  When  twenty,  he  built  his  first  furnace 
and  foundry  and  had  invented  a method  of  using  coal  instead  of  wood 
charcoal  for  smelting  iron.  He  produced  the  extremely  accurate  boring 
machine  that  was  used  to  make  the  cylinders  of  Mr,  James  Watt's  first 
rotary  steam  engine.  He  cast  rails  to  be  used  for  his  own  wagons, 
thus  creating  a railroad,  to  carry  his  finished  products  from  his 
foundry  down  to  the  river  Severn  and  the  barges.  When  the  barge  build- 
ers held  up  a shipment  of  howitzers  and  mortars  he  had  produced  for  a 
government  contract,  he  built  his  own  barges  out  of  iron. 

John  built  the  first  iron  ship,  the  "TRIAL",  which  is  shown  on  the  re- 
verse of  some  of  the  copper  tokens  he  had  Matthew  Boulton  make  at  his 
Soho  mint.  John  also  struck  some  silver  coins,  but  when  he  learned  he 
would  be  liable  for  prosecution  by  the  Crown  if  he  circulated  them,  he 
ceased  production  and  used  the  few  he  had  for  presentation  pieces. 
Another  of  Wilkinson's  copper  tokens  has  the  nude  figure  of  Vulcan 
seated  at  an  anvil  and  hammering  a piece  of  metal.  John's  first  coin, 
dated  1787,  depicts  a large  drop  hammer  and  workman  holding  a piece  of 
metal  on  an  anvil  in  front  of  the  open  forge.  All  of  his  coppers  have 
his  bust  and  the  legend  "IOHN  WILKINSON  IRON  MASTER"  on  the  obverse. 


Wilkinson's  first  coin 3 enlarged  (actual  size  1.1  inches) 

When  John  died  in  Paris  in  1808  at  80  years  of  age,  his  story  did  not 
end.  It  seems  that  the  iron  coffin  he  kept  with  him  at  all  times  was 
too  small  for  his  later  years'  portly  frame.  Therefore  he  was  tempor- 
arily interned  in  Paris  until  his  foundry  in  England  could  make  another 
larger  coffin  and  send  it  to  Paris.  His  body  was  then  sent  back  to 
his  home  in  England  and  buried  in  his  new  iron  coffin.  When  his  home 

332 


was  sold,  John  was  exhumed  and  the  coffin  was  sent  to  Castlehead,  his 
boyhood  home.  On  the  way  there,  the  party  carrying  the  coffin  took  a 
shortcut  across  a bay,  but  they  were  overtaken  by  the  tide  and  had  to 
leave  the  heavy  coffin,  which  was  lost.  Some  time  later  the  coffin  was 
found  in  the  sand.  It  was  taken  to  Castlehead  and  laid  to  rest.  In  time 
this  house  too  was  sold  by  his  heirs,  and  John  was  again  to  be  moved, 
this  time  to  the  Lindale  churchyard.  But  when  it  was  learned  that  John 
had  not  been  baptized  and  was  not  married  to  the  mothers  of  his  children, 
he  was  refused  burial  in  the  hallowed  ground  and  was  moved  to  just 
outside  the  churchyard  proper.  The  cemetery  was  expanded  in  later  years 
and  John  is  now  in  the  churchyard's  consecrated  ground  and  resting  in 
peace. 

All  of  John  Wilkinson's  vast  properties  and  large  fortune  were  lost  in 
legal  disputes  by  his  three  illegitimate  sons.  Each  of  the  sons  ended  up 
with  nothing  more  than  the  memory  of  his  father,  each  blaming  the  others' 
greed  for  their  plight. 

************************************************************************* 


FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Discussion  continues  on  "Hohenzollern -Eagle" 

Errare  humanum  est. 

No  doubt,  a branch  of  the  Hohenzollern  family  ruled  Brandenburg  from 
about  1411  onwards.  For  their  support  to  the  Imperial  Crown  (held  by 
the  Habsburgs)  during  the  Spanish  Succession  war  they  were  given  the 
title  of  "King  in  Prussia".  They  became  rulers  of  the  German  Empire 
in  1871. 

The  eagle  on  the  Prussian  coins  definitely  is  not  an  Hohenzollern 
eagle.  At  no  time  did  the  Hohenzollern  coat  of  arms  include  an  eagle. 
The  eagle  shown  is  the  Brandenburg/Prussian  version  of  the  old  eagle 
of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  of  German  Nation,  which  one  way  or  the  other 
was  used  by  many  German  States  prior  to  the  Napoleonic  Wars.  But  it 
was  not  used  by  Hohenzollern. 

Hohenzollern  used  to  be  a state  of  its  own  in  Southern  Germany.  The 
princes  of  Hohenzollern  abdicated  in  1849  in  favor  of  Prussia  and  it 
was  in  1852  that  on  a one  years  issue  the  Prussian  Eagle  appeared  on 
Hohenzollern  coins. 


Peter  Jungbluth 

Kbln,  Fed.  Republic  of  Germany 


Move  plaudits  for  the  Attribution  Committee 

I am  writing  to  second  a recent  letter  from  Walt  Mason.  I had  been  a 
member  of  NI  for  a year  before  I got  around  to  trying  the  Attribution 
Committee.  Since,  I've  found  it  one  of  the  best  benefits  of  membership. 
The  Committee  deserves  public  commendation  for  fine  work  on  difficult 
coins,  and  my  thanks  for  a job  well  done. 

Peter  H.  Vennema 
Merion,  Pennsylvania 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln.  Nebraska , NI  #LM-12 

NO.  8 - FLAVIUS  HERACLIUS  AS  CONSUL 

Heraclius,  son  of  the  Exarch  Heraclius  of  Carthage,  revolted  with  his 
father  against  Phocas1  tyranny  in  608  at  Carthage  and  N.  Africa.  The 
revolt  spread  to  the  eastern  provinces  but  it  was  not  until  610  that 
the  young  Heraclius,  with  his  fleet,  was  able  to  challenge  the  capital 
were,  after  his  success,  he  was  crowned. 

The  coinage  of  Heraclius  (born  in  Cappadocia  in  575  A.D.)  is  very  com- 
plex because  of  the  confusion  of  much  of  the  empire  during  his  30  year 
reign  and  because  of  the  innumerable  overstrikes  and  associated  relat- 
ionships. There  is  little  doubt  that  in  the  years  ahead  more  inform- 
ation will  come  to  light. 

The  coins  of  this  revolt  period  are  obvious  as  they  bear  the  legend  of 
Heraclius  as  Consul  (an  in  consular  robes)  bearing  in  some  for  the 
legend  of  D (or  0)  N ERAC  10  C0NSV  I. 

In  keeping  with  Carthaginian  tradition  indictional  dating  is  used,  the 
years  noted  being  1 A , IB,  1 r , X , X or  X 1 1 1 1 ) . 

Ill  1 1 1 1 


New  mints  are  Alexandretta  (near  Antioch  in  the  corner  between  Turkey 
and  Syria,  a major  Turkish  port  today,  modern  Iskenderun).  AAEXANA  - 
609-610. 


Cyprus  mint  ( KVTTP0V ) used  either  regnal  year  111  or  indictional  year 
Known  denominations  to  date  are  as  follows: 


X . 
Ill 


AV  Solidus  (with  beard) 


AE  % Follis 
CARTH , 


AE  Follis 
CARTB. 
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AE  10  N 
CARTH. 


CARTHAGE: 

ALEXANDRIA: 


Solidus,  h sill  qua  (0.65),  follis,  ^ follis,  ION,  5N,  2N. 

Solidus,  tremissis.  This  last  is  very  rare  and  the  ob- 
verse is  an  old  die  of  Maurice  Tiberius. 

ALEXANDRETTA:  Follis,  h follis. 

CYPRUS:  Follis,  ION. 

Heraclius  appears  on  the  coins  with  his  father,  the  exarch.  Much  of 
the  coinage  is  rare. 

**********************************************************  ***■*•■*•**■***★** 
THE  LAOTIAN  COINAGE  OF  1952 


John  DeMavais , Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  #1539 


The  Laotian  coins  dated  1952  were  struck  at  the  Paris  mint  in  1953. 

This  mint  struck  2,000,000  10-centime  pieces,  3,000,000  20-centime 
pieces,  and  1,400,000  50-centime  pieces.  These  coins  entered  circul- 
ation in  late  1954  by  authority  of  Ordinance  No.  336/74-CR  dated  Sep- 
tember 25,  1954.  At  this  time  the  Laotian  monetary  unit  was  the  pia- 
stre. On  May  5,  1955  the  name  was  changed  to  "kip".  The  kip  declined 
in  value  rapidly  and  by  the  1 960 1 s the  coinage  dated  1952  ceased  to 
circulate.  The  piastre/kip  was  exchanged  at  about  35  per  dollar  in 
1954.  By  1959  the  rate  was  86  per  dollar  on  the  free  market.  In  1963 
and  1964  the  free  market  rates  were  575  and  1000  per  dollar.  In  the 
following  years  the  rate  fell  back  to  a more  normal  530-580  per  dollar. 

★it****************'*****************************************  *********** 

PEACE  IS  THEME  OF  1984  VATICAN  COIN  SET 

Well  into  1985  (spring)  The  Vatican  has  issued  its  1984  coin  set  with  a 
theme  of  peace.  The  silver  1000  Lira  coin  portrays  John  Paul  II  facing 
left  with  the  Latin  inscription  giving  his  name,  the  date  in  Roman  num- 
erals both  on  the  obverse  and  the  edge.  The  reverse  has  his  crowned 
arms  (the  only  time  you  will  see  the  Papal  Tiara  these  days),  City-State 
name,  denomination  and  R letter  for  Rome's  mint.  The  edge  is  also  in- 
scribed in  Latin  T0TVS  TVVS.  Three  +++  are  used  as  separators  on  the  edge. 
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JUNK  BOX  TREASURES 


George  Rules , Phoenix , Arizona,  NI  if  1804 


Most  of  this  article  is  concerned  with  coins  hard  to  identify  or  place 
their  proper  category.  Each  incident  has  its  own  flavor  and  sense  of 
satisfaction  when  a complete  answer  is  achieved. 


in 


To  start  with,  a number  of  years  ago  I was  asked  to  appraise  a collection 
or  a sister  of  an  aged  priest  in  a neighboring  town.  The  sister  had 
passed  on  and  her  priest  brother  was  given  all  her  personal  belongings 
including  a small  coin  collection.  With  one  of  his  parishioners  known  to 
both  of  us  I appraised  the  small  collection  of  silver  dollars,  two  and 
three  cent  pieces  and  Indian  Head  cents.  I had  an  interest  in  a gold 
watch  among  the  items  but  after  examining  it  the  priest  decided  that  it 
had  been  his  father's  and  kept  it.  The  rest  of  the  collection,  which 
included  some  paper  money,  I bought  at  the  appraised  value. 


In  the  paper  money  was  an  Irish  Republic  $5  note.  I contacted  Derek 
Young,  the  Irish  actor,  writer,  and  collector.  He  identified  the  note  as 
a l-eman  Bond  issued  as  a money  raising  scheme.  The  note  contained  a 
stylized  version  of  Hibernia  urging  an  Irish  veteran  to  pick  up  his  sword 
and  fight  for  Ireland.  The  portrait  of  Wolf  Tone,  an  Irish  patriot 
completed  the  obverse  of  the  note.  Even  though  Mr.  Young  offered  a’decent 
price  for  the  bill  I still  have  it  as  a keepsake. 


On  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  as  it  were,  while  visiting  a newly-opened 
coin  shop  I noticed  a number  of  Hong  Kong  cents  from  Victoria  thru 
Elizabeth  II.  The  reverses  were  stamped  very  crudely  with  numbers  begin-  a 
ning  with  16  and  ending  with  480.  The  dealer  who  sold  them  to  me  thought  I 
that  they  were  used  by  the  Chinese  resistance  during  World  War  II.  He  had^ 
no  more  information  on  them.  I have  made  numerous  inquiries  both  here  and 
abroad  and  have  not  received  any  more  information  on  these  coins.  HELP! 

Another  item  which  brought  some  results  is  a small  21mm  medal,  holed  at  12 
o'clock  and  depicting  a ship  with  three  stacks.  This  has  been  identified 
as  the  cruiser  USS  Brooklyn,  part  of  Adm. Schley's  fleet  at  the  Battle  of 
Santiago  Bay,  Cuba,  on  July  3,  1898.  Were  these  medals  issued  to  each 
member  of  the  crew?  Was  the  metal  used  in  making  the  medal  from  a historic 
source?  How  many  were  issued?  All  requests  for  this  information  remain 
unanswered.  HELP! 


Every  once  in  a while  "Coin  World"  will  come  up  with  a coin,  token,  or 
medal  that  has  been  in  one's  collection  for  years  and  is  unidentified  and 
shunted  aside.  In  1969  a picture  appeared  in  "Coin  World"  showing  a game 
counter  resembling  a Mercury  dime.  Russ  Rulau  thought  it  might  be  unique 
since  it  was  the  only  one  he  had  seen.  I recognized  it  as  a piece  of  junk 
in  my  unknowns.  I wrote  in  to  "Coin  World"  and  found  that  the  first 
article  had  unearthed  other  tokens  held  by  other  collectors.  I offered  to 
trade  mine  for  ancients  but  received  no  offers.  This  piece  is  still 
listed  as  R-7,  only  one  step  below  the  original  R-8. 

Keep  hitting  the  junk  boxes.  Many  interesting  items  can  be  found.  Here 
we  go  again.  Just  found  a Jamaica  one  cent  with  the  number  90  stamped  on 
the  reverse.  Why?  HELP!  Anyone  with  answers  to  my  queries  can  write  me 
at  17825  North  7th  Street,  #59,  Phoenix,  Arizona  85022. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 


POLAND  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y51  - 1959;  Y5 1 a - 1968;  Y52  - C; 

Y52a  -~~C;  Y^4  - C;  T55  -XT  Y?8  - C;  Y59  - C;  Y60  - C;  Y61  - C;  Y62  - C. 

Danzig:  Y3  - 1930,  1937;  Y4  - 1926,  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C. 

PORTUGAL:  C34a  - 1799;  Y7  - 1884;  Y37  - 1918;  Y39  - 1927;  Y40  - 1924, 
1925;  Y41  - C;  Y42  - 1917;  Y43  - 1920;  Y44  - 1921;  Y45  - 1926;  Y54  - 
1930,  1951,  1952,  1955,  1958,  1960,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1966,  1968; 
Y55  - 1951,  1959,  1961,  1966,  1968;  Y57  - 1946,  1951;  Y58  - 1948,  1951; 
Y60  - CX  (1944,  1945,  1946,  1947,  1948,  1952,  1955,  1956,  1959,  1963, 
1966);  Y61  - 1943,  1949,  1955,  1961,  1962,  1964,  1965,  1966,  1967,  1968, 
1969;  Y67  - C to  1978  X (1966);  Y68  - C to  1977;  YA68  - 1973;  Y69  - C; 
Y72  - C to  1974;  Y74  - C to  1977. 


QATAR  & DUBAI:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1386;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - 1386;  Y5  - C. 

REUNION:  Y8  - 1948,  1964;  Y9  - 1948;  Y10  - 1955;  Yll  - 1955,  1964;  Y12  - 
1964;  Y13  - 1962,  1964;  Y14  - 1964. 


RHODESIA  - Southern  Rhodesia:  Y2  - 1934;  Y3  - 1935;  Y6  - 1932;  Y8  - 

19397^83  - 1944;  Y9  - 1939,  1940,  1942;  Y9a  - 1944;  Y13  - 1937;  Y17  - 
1940;  Y 1 7a  - C;  Y17b  - 1944;  Y18  - 1942;  Y18a  - C;  Y19a  - C;  Y19b  - 
1944;  Y20a  - C;  Y21  - 1942;  Y28  - 1951,  1952;  Y29  - 1949,  1951;  Y30  - 
1952;  Y33  - 1949.  Republic  of  Rhodesia:  YA1  - C;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 
C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - 1970;  Y6  - 1970;  Y7  - 1970.  Rhodesia  & Nyasaland:  Y1  - 
CX  (1956J;  Y2  - CX  (1956,  19581;  Y3  - CXTl957,‘  1962);  Y4  - 1955  , 1957; 
Y5  - CX  (1955);  Y6  - 1955;  Y7  - 1955. 


ROMANIA:  Y4  - 1867W;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y34  - 1906;  Y44  - 1914; 
Y47  - C;  Y49  - C;  Y50  - 1924(P);  Y55  - 1930;  Y58  - 1930;  Y60  - 1937; 

Y61  - 1936;  Y75  - 1942,  1946;  Y76  - 1943;  Y96  - C;  Y97  - C;  Y98a  - 1956, 
1957;  Y101  - 1956;  Y102  - C;  Y103  - C;  Y104  - C;  Y105  - C;  Y106  - C; 

Y 1 07  - C;  Y108  - C;  Y109  - C;  Y110  - C;  Ylll  - C. 


RUSSIA:  C47  - 1909;  Cl  1 7 - 1824HM;  C118.2  - 1811;  C118.3  - 181 1 EM , 

1811HM,  1812EM,  1812HM,  1811cnb,  1813HM,  1815EM,  1821  EM , 1822EM;  C136  - 
1829EM;  C140  - 1833EM,  1835EM;  C144  - 1840cnM,  1841citm,  1842EM,  1843EM; 
Cl 46  - 1 841  EM;  C149  - 1852BM,  1854;  C163  - 1845;  Y2  - 1855EM;  Y3  - CX 
(1859);  Y3a  - 1860,  1866;  Y4  - 1858EM;  Y4a  - 1861  EM;  Y5a  - 1859;  Y8  - 
1869cnB ; Y9  - 1896  , 1899,  1900,  1904,  1905  , 1911  , 1913,  1916;  Y10  - 
1877,  1901,  1911,  1913;  Yll  - 1900,  1904;  Y12  - 1874,  1875;  Y19a  - 1890; 
Y20a  - 1867,  1893,  1903,  1904,  1909,  1910,  1915;  Y21 a - 1914,  1915; 

Y22a  - 1878h$,  1904,  1913,  1916;  Y23  - 1878;  Y30  - 1889,  1892;  Y47  - 
1909;  Y48  - 1899;  Y58  - 1912;  Y59  - 1898.  U.S.S.R.:  Y76  - 1924  reed; 

Y78  - 1924  plain;  Y80  - 1923;  Y81  - 1923;  Y82  - 1923;  Y83  - 1922NR; 

Y86  - 1928;  Y87  - 1925;  Y88  - 1929;  Y89  - 1924TP;  Y91  - 1927;  Y92  - 

1929,  1930,  1931,  1933,  1935;  Y93  - 1932:  Y94  - 1930;  Y95  - 1932;  Y96  - 

CX  (1934);  Y97  - 1931,  1933;  Y98  - 1936;  Y99  - C;  Y100  - C;  Y102  - 1936; 
Y103  - 1936;  Y104  - C;  Y105  - 1939,  1940.  (Continued  next  month). 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted  in  this  section.) 

50OTT7  AND  ECONOMY  IN  COLONIAL  CONNECTICUT , by  Jackson  Turner  Main 
420pp,  map,  Princeton,  1985.  Hardcover. 

A pioneer  in  American  social  history,  Jackson  Turner  Main  presents  the 
irst  continuous  and  detailed  picture  of  the  economic  and  social  struc- 
ture of  an  American  colony  from  its  founding  up  to  the  Revolution.  His 
book,  based  on  extensive  primary  sources  and  biographical  data,  offers 

prnnnmf  eS+ ay^  de* c n b 1 n 9 the  distribution  of  wealth  and  social  and 

economic  opportunity  in  colonial  Connecticut.  The  essays  reveal  a fav- 
orable ecommic  situation  and  a surprisingly  stable  and  egalitarian 
social  climate  throughout  the  colonial  period. 

This  book  is  essential  for  the  student  or  numismatist  specializing  in 
the  Colonial  period  of  the  U.S. 

The  price  of  the  book  is  36.00  postpaid  in  the  United  States. 


NUEVA  HISTORIA  ECONOMICA  DE  BOLIVIA/COMMERCIO J MONEDA  Y BANCOS 3 by  Luis 
Penaloza  Cordero.  273pp,  charts,  tables,  fold-out  table  and  illustra- 
tions. La  Paz,  Third  Edition,  1985.  Softcover. 


This  Spanish  language  book  offers  chapters  on  the  following  subjects: 
(translated  to  English)  Preface,  The  first  coinage.  The  administration 
of  Melgarejo,  The  first  banknotes.  The  monetary  law  of  1872,  The  banks 
from  1876  to  1890,  The  banks  after  1890,  Creation  of  the  Banco  de  la 
Nacion  Boliviana,  The  banking  reform  of  1914,  The  delivery  of  Sheres, 
The  Banco  Central  de  Boliva,  External  commerce  after  the  War  of  the 
Pacific,  The  Silver  - The  Huanchaca  Company  of  Bolivia  in  Guadalupe, 
Peruvian  bark  (from  which  quinine  is  extracted)  and  its  influence  in 
economic  development  particularly  in  La  Paz,  Rubber  and  The  war  of 
Acre. 


The  book  gives  many  previously  unknown  details  which  will  be  of  inter- 
est to  the  serious  numismatist,  notaphile  or  historian. 

The  price  of  the  book  is  $14.00  postpaid  in  the  United  States. 


THE  DUTCH  EAST  INDIA  COMPANY  AND  THE  ECONOMY  OF  BENGAL 3 2630-1720 > by 

0m  Prakash.  About  320pp,  hardcover,  due  for  release  by  publisher  in 
November,  1985. 


The  author  reveals  the  central  role  played  by  Bengal  in  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company's  activities  in  India  in  the  seventeenth  and  the  early 
eighteenth  century  and  the  resulting  integration  of  India  into  the  world 
economy.  By  the  early  1700's  Bengal  provided  almost  40%  of  the  value  of 
Asian  goods  sent  to  Holland,  and  over  half  of  all  textiles  exported 
from  Asia  by  the  Company.  Long  before  this,  the  Company  had  carried 
goods  from  Bengal  all  over  Asia.  Drawing  on  little-used  documents  in 
the  General  State  Archives  in  The  Hague,  the  author  discusses  the  place 
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of  the  Company  in  Bengal  from  the  beginnings  of  its  trading  operations 
there  in  the  1630 's  until  about  1720. 

The  book  clearly  demonstrates  Bengal's  crucial  part  in  the  development 
of  world  trade  networks  fhat  occurred  after  the  discovery  of  the  Cape 
route  to  the  East  Indies,  and  analyzies  the  implications  of  the  Com- 

•pany's  trade  for  Bengal's  economy,  with  special  references  to  import 
of  precious  metals.  It  examines  not  only  the  role  played  by  Bengal  in 
the  Company's  trading  activities  but  the  structure  of  Indian  merchants' 
trade,  as  well  as  the  system  of  manufacturing  production  in  the  region. 

This  new  release  from  Princeton  University  Press  will  be  of  great  in- 
terest to  economists  and  economists  interested  in  the  Dutch  East  Indian 
Company  or  the  development  of  Asia's  monetary  system  and  trade  routes. 

The  price  of  the  book  is  $40.00  postpaid  in  the  United  States. 


The  three  books  noted  above  are  available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth 
Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792. 


Listed  below  are  six  references  for  Argentina.  These  are  also  avail- 
able from  Dale  Seppa  (address  above). 

9404  ISLAS  MALVINAS,  by  Arturo  Puig.  Published  by  and  for  Sociedad 

•Filatelica  Argenti na/Asociaci on  Filatelica  de  la  Republica  Argentina 

(Fusionadas) , Buenos  Aires,  1985,  97  pages,  illustrations,  bibliography. 
Being  a detailed  history  of  the  Argentine  run  post  office  on  the  Falk- 
land Islands  with  (probably)  dozens  of  full  size  (or  nearly  so)  photos 
of  covers  with  the  various  types  of  stamps  and  postmarks  involved. 
Softcover.  $14.00. 

RECUERDOS  DE  MALVINAS , by  Eduardo  Puig.  Published  by  and  for  Sociedad 
Filatelica  Argentina/Asociacion  Filetalica  de  la  Republica  Argentina 
(Fusionadas),  Buenos  Aires,  1985,  87  pages  and  many  pages  of  verbatim 
copies  of  the  actual  decrees  of  the  Argentine  decrees  regarding  postal 
service  in  the  Falkland  Islands.  Covers  the  1933-1971  "Coldwar"  per- 
iod as  well  as  later  periods.  Softcover.  $14.00. 

CATALOGO  ESPECIALIZADO  DE  SELLOS  POST  ALES /"ARGENTINA  ’ 84",  by  Nicolas 
del  Rosso.  Published  by  and  for  Sociedad  Filatelica  Argenti na/Asoc- 
iaction  Filatelica  de  la  Republica  Argentina  (Fusionadas),  Buenos 
Aires,  1985,  138  pages,  many  illustrations.  Englarged  photos,  detail- 
ed specifications  and  historical  notes  about  recent  Argentine  stamps. 
Softcover.  $14.00. 

MALVINAS,  GEORGIAS  Y SANDWICH  DEL  SUR/Diplomacia  Argentina  en  Naoiones 

•Unidas  1945-1981 , by  Consejo  Argentino  para  las  Relaciones  Internac- 
ionales.  Three  Volumes,  Buenos  Aires,  1983,85  (Third  volume  subtitle 
replaces  "1945-1981"  with  "1982"),  410  + 387  + 425  pages,  indices. 
Detailed  bibliography  and  verbatim  copies  of  all  documents  produced 
by  and  for  the  United  Nations  under  the  generic  names  "Islas  Malvinas" 
(Falkland  Islands).  Edition  limited  to  2000  copies  of  which  40  are 
numbered.  This  is  an  unnumbered  set  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
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the  only  privately  owned  set  in  the  United  States.  Softcovers.  The 
set  $63.00. 

MALVINAS  - DEROT A DIPLOMATICA  Y MILITAR/Causas  - Perspectives  - 
Soluciones , by  Oscar  Luis  Viola.  2nd  edition,  Buenos  Aires,  1983, 

251  pages,  excellent  line-drawing  maps.  Soft  cover.  Like  new  $10.00. 

DEVALUACIONES  DEL  LA  MONEDA  ( 1822-1935 ),  by  Jose  Panettieri.  Buenos 
Aires,  1983,  158  pages,  tables.  Traces  the  devaluation  of  Argentine 
currency  in  the  1822-1935  period  with  the  bulk  of  the  work  covering 
ca.  1860-1935.  An  essential  work  with  much  information  not  found  in 
other  publications.  Softcover.  $10.00. 


COIN  CURIOSITIES 

I.  C.  G.  Cambell _,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  #LM—12 


This  is  an  Artukid  of  Mardin  (E.  Turkey)  coin  of  Timurtash,  1122-1152 
A.D.  and  is  an  Ae  dirhem.  What  is  astonishing  about  it  is  that  the  ob- 
verse is  no  copy  of  a Byzantine  style  coin  with  which  the  former  inhab- 
itants of  the  area  would  be  familiar  but  a purely  classical  head  that 
could  pass  for  any  of  the  Selecuid  rulers,  or  others  who  had  copied  the 
style  of  Alexander  the  Great.  True,  this  style  had  been  familiar  in 
that  area  for  centuries  but  those  centuries  had  been  very  much  earlier, 
though  no  doubt  silver  and  gold  coins  of  those  periods  sometimes  turned 
up.  The  reverse  is  the  traditional  Islamic  legend. 

********************************************************************** 
GASPARRO'S  WORLD  COINS 


Frank  Gasparro,  probably  best  known  for  his  design  of  the  Kennedy  Half 
Dollar  reverse  and  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Cent  reverse  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  as  former  Chief  Engrave  of  the  United  States  Mint 
was  responsible  for  the  design  of  certain  coins  for  other  countries. 

In  addition  to  the  condor  obverses  of  Guatemala  and  Bolivia,  and  other 
world  coins,  he  also  supervised  the  production  of  some  30,000  dies  a 
year  for  both  the  United  States  and  other  nations.  He  served  in  that 
high  post  from  1965  until  the  early  1980's. 

********************************************************************** 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


Monedas  Espanola  Desde  Juana  y Carlos  a Isabel  II  2504  a 1868.  Edited 
by  Ferrari  Calico,  Xavier  Calico  and  Joaquin  Trigo  (6th  edition).  544 
pages,  illustrated  throughout,  hardcover.  (Barcelona,  1985). 


A beautiful  book  printed  on  glossy  white  paper  and  bound  in  a gold- 
embossed  simulated  leather  cover.  With  well  over  90%  of  the  coin 
types  illustrated,  this  book  does  not  require  the  reader  to  have  a 
working  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language.  The  majority  of  the  illus- 
trations are  clear,  sharp  photographs,  but  some  well  executed  line 
drawings  are  also  utilized.  This  book  is  arranged  by  rulers  from 
Juana  and  Carlos  to  Isabel  II.  Under  each  ruler  the  coins  are  listed 
first  by  denomination,  then  by  mint  and  finally  by  date.  The  mints 
are  listed  in  alphabetical  order  with  the  mainland  mints  listed  first 
and  then  the  others,  including  Mallorca,  Manila,  and  the  American 
mints.  A list  in  the  front  is  devoted  to  the  mintmarks  and  symbols 
used  by  the  various  Spanish  mints. 


I found  the  book  very  easy  to  use  and  extremely  helpful  in  identify- 
ing some  small  Spanish  coppers  I had  picked  out  of  a dealer's  junk 
box  in  Palma  de  Mallorca.  The  only  fault  I could  find  with  it  is 
that  there  is  nothing  in  it  on  identifying  the  multiple  counterstamp- 
ed  Spanish  coppers  (resellos)  and  value  estimations  are  given  in  one 
grade  only.  Nonetheless,  this  book  would  be  an  excellent  addition  to 
any  collector's  library. 


I have  not  included  the  North  American  sources  and  prices  as  I do  not 
have  a copy  of  the  ad  in  which  this  book  was  advertised.  When  I bought 
my  copy  in  Palma  it  cost  me  4000  Pesetas  from  a small  coin  shop  I had 
located.  I imagine  the  North  American  prices  are  somewhat  higher. 


Reviewed  by  Evan  L.  Lay 


THE  COINS  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA J 11th  edition  1985/6,  by  Alec  Kaplan  and  re- 
vised by  Michael  Kaplan.  56pp,  ill  us.,  6 x 9h  inch,  stiff  paper  cover. 
5.00  Rands,  plus  airmail  postage  of  7.00  rands,  totalling  12.00  rands 
(about  $6.50  US).  Alec  Kaplan  & Son  (Pty.)  Ltd.,  P.  0.  Box  132, 
Germiston  1400,  Republic  of  South  Africa. 

This  latest  edition  of  South  Africa's  standard  reference  was  released 
in  mid-July.  The  booklet  covers  all  South  African  coinage,  including 
gold,  starting wi th the  1874  Burgers  gold  pound  and  ending  with  the  1984 
issues.  All  type  coins  are  illustrated.  Mintage  figures  are  given 
for  all  coins  and  valuations  are  in  up  to  4 conditions:  F,  VF,  EF  and 

UNO.  Prices  for  some  issues  in  Unc.  and  EF  have  risen  since  the  last 

•issue.  A listing  of  proof  sets  with  mintage  figures  and  valuations 
is  also  included. 

This  catalogue  has  been  the  standard  price  reference  for  South  African 
coins  since  the  first  edition  was  printed  in  1950.  It  is  highly  re- 
commended for  those  interested  in  the  series. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 
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MODERN  GOLD  COINAGE  1984.  30pp,  8h  x 1 1 inches,  stiff  paper  cover. 

$15.00  US  from  the  publishers.  The  Gold  Institute,  1001  Connecticut 
Ave.  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036. 

This  booklet  gives  details  of  the  various  denominations  of  gold  coins 
minted  by  each  country  in  1984.  with  the  following  data  for  each  issue: 
description  of  the  design,  mint,  diameter,  weight  of  the  coin  in  grams, 
percent  pure  gold,  troy  ounces  of  gold  per  coin,  number  of  coins  in 
the  issue  and  troy  ounces  of  gold  in  the  issue.  An  alphabetical  list- 
ing of  the  mint  striking  gold  coins  in  1984,  with  addresses,  is  given 
at  the  end  of  the  booklet.  A two  page  table  summarizes  the  gold  coin- 
ages of  each  of  the  57  issuing  nations  by  giving  for  each  the  number 
of  gold  coinage  issues,  total  face  value  in  the  currency  of  the  issuing 
area  and  total  amount  of  pure  gold  used  in  troy  ounces. 

4.43  million  troy  ounces  of  pure  gold,  with  an  approximate  value  of 
$1.3  billion,  were  used  by  57  nations  in  the  minting  of  161  issues  of 
legal  tender  gold  coins. 

South  Africa  maintained  its  position  as  the  largest  producer  of  gold 
coins  in  1984.  However,  its  consumption  of  gold  for  gold  coins  declin- 
ed from  3.5  million  troy  ounces  in  1983  to  2.4  million  troy  ounces  in 
1984. 

The  other  56  gold-coin-producting  nations  enjoyed  increased  demand  for 
their  official  gold  coins,  which,  in  turn,  produced  a 75%  increase  in 
this  group's  use  of  gold  for  gold  coinage,  moving  up  from  1.2  million 
troy  ounces  in  1983  to  2.1  million  troy  ounces  in  1984. 

Canada  was  the  second  largest  producer  of  gold  coins  in  1984,  using 
1.2  million  troy  ounces  of  gold.  The  following  are  Canada's  1984 
mintages:  $100  (67,662),  $50  maple  leaf  (1,089,000),  $10  maple  leaf 

(312,800)  and  $5  maple  leaf  (262,000). 

Mexico  and  the  USA  came  next  consuming  respectively  270,204  and  260,000 
troy  ounces  of  gold  for  gold  coins.  The  United  States  minted  553,975 
$10  gold  pieces  to  mark  the  Los  Angeles  Olympics. 

Austria  and  the  Isle  of  Man  came  next  with  59,123  and  50,252  ounces  of 
gold  used  for  gold  coins. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


Three  books  on  Australian  Bank  Notes . 

Australia's  banknotes  from  1788  to  date  are  extremely  well  covered  in 
a series  of  three  profusely  illustrated  books  by  Australian  banknote 
expert  Michael  P.  Vort-Ronald.  Each  of  the  three  volumes  described 
below  is  available  in  Australian  dollars  at  $29.50  in  hard  cover  and 
$23.50  in  soft  cover.  Postage  is  $6.50  Australian  for  one  volume  and 
$12  for  2 or  3 volumes.  Orders  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Michael  P.  Vort- 
Ronald,  1 Neil  Street,  Mannum  5238,  South  Australia,  Australia. 

BANKS  OF  ISSUE  IN  AUSTRALIA  (1788-1914)  gives  a brief  history  of  cur- 
rency from  1788-1917.  A detailed  history  and  study  of  the  note  issu- 
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ing  banks  and  their  notes  from  1817-1910,  and  of  superscribed  notes 
1910-1914  are  given.  The  book  is  331  pages  with  313  illustrations. 

AUSTRALIAN  BANKNOTES  (1913-1966)  incl udes a detai led  study  of  Govern- 
ment issued  notes  from  1913-1966,  as  well  as  how,  where,  why  and  by 
whom  notes  were  printed  and  designed.  Also  given  is  a detailed  his- 
tory and  origin  of  the  scenes  on  the  notes.  The  volume  is  344  pages 
with  309  illustrations. 

AUSTRALIAN  DECIMAL  BANKNOTES  (1966-1985)  features  a detailed  Study  of 
decimal  notes,  designers,  printing  and  printers,  signatories,  mis- 
printed notes  and  forgeries.  All  varieties  and  signatures  are  illus- 
trated. Note  features  are  studied  in  detail  and  illustrated.  Also 
given  are  annual  totals  printed,  circulated  and  destroyed.  The  book 
is  240  pages  with  270  illustrations. 

This  is  a monumental  study  never  before  attempted  for  the  notes  of 
Australia.  Highly  recommended.  A well  researched  series  printed  on 
top  quality  art  paper  with  large,  clear  illustrations. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

★*★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ ★★★★★★★★★ ★★★ ★★★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

NI  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  NEW  YORK  INTERNATIONAL  NUMISMATIC 
CONVENTION 


The  Numismatics  International  Forum  will  be  at  3:00  P.M.  Saturday  after- 
noon, November  30th  during  the  New  York  International  Numismatic  Con- 
vention. N 1 1 s coordinator  of  educational  seminars,  William  Spengler, 
will  host  and  moderate  a most  interesting  program  featuring  two  out- 
standing speakers.  Final  details  of  the  forum  was  not  available  at 
press  time  of  this  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

The  convention  will  be  held  at  the  Sheraton  Centre  Hotel,  7th  Avenue, 
between  52nd  and  53rd  Streets,  New  York  City,  from  November  30th 
through  December  2nd. 

In  addition  to  outstanding  exhibits  and  a 92  booth  bourse,  there  will 
be  four  important  auction  sales  conducted  during  the  convention. 

In  addition  to  NI 1 s Forum,  several  other  societies  will  hold  meetings 
and  educational  forums,  including  the  following:  La  Societe  Ameri- 

caine  pour  l'Etude  de  la  Numismatique  Franciase,  Oriental  Numismatic 
Society,  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association,  International  Bank  Note 
Society,  Society  for  Medieval  Numismatics  and  the  Russian  Numismatic 
Society. 

****★******************★★****★****★★******★******★***********★*★**•*■•*•■*•* 
HIGH  DENOMINATION  NOTES 

New  higher  denomination  paper  currency  issues  by  various  countries 
recently  include  Brazil  which  issued  50,000  and  10,000  Cruzeiro  notes 
(pictured  in  the  October,  1984  NI  BULLETIN ).  Also  Zaire  is  issuing  a 
500  Zaire  note.  Equatorial  Guinea,  on  Africa's  east  coast,  is  issuing 
three  new  high  value  notes  of  500,  1,000  and  5,000  Francs. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

James  0.  Sweeny,  P.  0.  Box  1177,  Highlands,  N.C.  28741:  Does  anyone 

know  the  location,  somewhere  in  Latin  America,  of  the  CALLE  DE  JUDIOS, 
or  of  any  medals  or  tokens  referring  to  that  street?  Will  appreciate 
your  help. 

Ken  Aring,  6740  Rosefield  Dr.,  San  Diego,  CA  92115:  I am  presently 

researching  the  primitive  money  used  in  the  Mongol  Empire.  Does 
anyone  know  whether  there  are  any  extant  specimens  of  the  gold  or 
silver  ingots  they  used,  which  often  go  by  the  names  of  i ascot, 
balish,  or  sommo?  Photographs,  descriptions,  locations,  or  any  kind 
of  reference  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  Also,  has  any  new  infor- 
mation about  them  come  to  light  in  the  last  50  years? 

Harry  A.  Burton,  7056  Tampico  Road  South,  Jacksonville,  FL  32244: 

WANT  for  personal  collection  - Cayman  Kings  Y48  to  Y57,  Pf  $32.00 
each,  UNC  $20.00  each.  Also  set  of  Roberts  Birds  - please  quote. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  5.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  NEED 

INFORMATION.  Paris  Mint  subcontracted  their  French  Indo  China  Piastre 
1921,  1922  to  Heaton  Mint,  San  Francisco  Mint.  Which  mint  did  the 
better  job?  San  Francisco  comes  round  edge,  soft  strike,  full  robe 
lines  obverse,  full  blade  tip  reverse.  Heaton  comes  square  edge,  no 
robe  lines,  no  blade  tip.  Did  Paris  Mint  polish  off  the  robe  lines, 
blade  tip  or  Heaton  Mint?  Why  wasn't  it  done  to  San  Francisco  dies. 
Heaton  Mint  1921,  1922  with  full  robe  lines,  full  blade  tip  is  rare. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage , including 
sifficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 


********************************************************************** 


ISLE  OF  MAN  PRIVY  MARK 


The  Isle  of  Man's  1985  circulating  coinage  for  1985  has  the  new  Mak- 
1 ouf  portrait  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  on  the  obverse  and  reverses  show- 
ing armorial  devices,  designed  by  Leslie  Lindsay.  Each  1985  circul- 
ating coinage  issue  also  bears  the  special  Year  of  the  Sport  privy 
mark. 


********************************************************************** 


6TH  ISLE  OF  MAN  CHRISTMAS  ISSUE 

The  1985  Isle  of  Man  Double  Crown  (50p)  marks  the  50th  anniversary  of 
airmail  service  to  and  from  the  Isle  and  England.  Portrayed  on  the 
coin  is  the  Christmas  mail  delivery  of  1935.  This  is  the  sixth  con- 
secutive year  for  the  Isle  of  Man  to  have  issued  a holiday  coin. 
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